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Our Mission
To promote peace through
mutual respect, understanding,
and cooperation—one
individual, one community
at a time.

05  Years
of Service

to the World!
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The sister city movement marks the
50th anniversary of its founding in 2006!
There are so many ways you can get
involved:

H Join Us in W ashington, DC for
an Incredible Annual Conference!

For the 50th Anniversary Celebration
Conference, more than 1,000 members
will meet in Washington, D.C., July 13-
15, 2006 to mark the 50th Anniversary
of Sister Cities International. Be part
of a historic event that honors our
movement’s champions and shapes
our next 50 years.

H Develop Young People from
Your Community into Global Leaders

During the International Youth Summit
on Global Citizenship, more than 200
sister city youth will converge on
Washington, D.C. July 11-16, 2006 to
learn how to be effective global leaders.

H Fire-Up Your Community about
International Engagement

Host a Community Summit on Citizen

Diplomacy this spring! Use our handy
toolkit to organize your event and talk
about how to grow your sister city pro-
gram. Include an Islamic Dialogue in your
summit and be part of the Islamic Peace
and Friendship Initiative. Meet new
partners in your community and contrib-
ute your results to the National Summit
on Citizen Diplomacy.

H Raise Your Voice about the Import ance
of Being Globally Connected

Join the Raise My Voice Pledge Campaign
at www.sister-cities.org. Be part of a
nationwide movement—pledge your
commitment to international exchange,
education and understanding. You can
even collect pledges in your community
and use this to recruit new members for
your sister city program.

H Expand Partnership s with the
Islamic W orld

The “Peace & Partnership Tour—

Continued, page 9

September Concerts...........    5

Conference Info................ 6-7

Apply Now: Annual Award..  10

Youth Summit..................  11

Community Summits..........  12

Thank You to Donors...... 16-17

Economic Benefits to Cities...  15

In this issue...



F2

The Sister Cities International Quarterly is
produced four times per year by Sister
Cities International, 1301 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW Suite 850, Washington,
DC 20004, 202.347.8630, www.sister-
cities.org. We gladly accept submissions
of photos and stories from members year
round. Please realize that while we welcome
and consider fully all submissions, we
cannot fit everything we receive into
the newsletter. Stories from local programs
are more likely to be used if they focus on
conveying a lesson learned or best practice
that can help other sister city programs.
Please identify people in photos and write
a cutline describing what is happening in
the photo. All photos submitted must be
cleared for copyright use and all persons
must have given their permission for the
image to be used in publicity materials.

Representing more than 2,300
communities in 130 countries, Sister
Cities International is a citizen diplomacy
network creating and strengthening
partnerships between the U.S. and
communities abroad. Begun in 1956
after a White House summit where U.S.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower called
for people-to-people exchanges, sister city
partnerships are tailored to local interests
and increase global cooperation at the
grassroots level. Sister Cities International
promotes peace through mutual respect,
understanding and cooperation by focusing
on sustainable development, youth and
education, arts and culture, humanitarian
assistance and economic growth programs.

  Sister Cities
quarterly

International
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The Promise of World Peace
by Sherman Banks
President of the Board of Directors
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Renewing the Dream of a Just World
by Tim Honey, Executive Director

Letters from Leadership

As we enter the New Year,
I hope that participating in
the 50th Anniversary of Sister
Cities International will be
high on your list.

There has never been a time in our nation’s history
when sister city partnerships have been more
important. It is a critical time for grassroots citizen
diplomacy. We have the opportunity to open new
windows of opportunity and hope. There has never
been a time when the concept of “global citizenship”
has so passionately challenged our intellects and
our hearts.

The sister cities family is not one to sit on the sidelines. The 50th Anniversary
is the perfect time to renew our commitment to a more just and peaceful world.
We all need to reach out to new friends and colleagues, and to give them the
opportunity to become internationally engaged through sister city partnerships.
We need to involve more youth and young professionals within our network, for
the next 50 years belongs to them.

Please take advantage of all the special opportunities that are being offered to our
member communities during 2006—plan to come to Washington in July 2006 to
advocate and celebrate citizen diplomacy values. You can help shape the future of
the citizen diplomacy movement over the next 50 years.

The 50th
Anniversary is
the perfect time
to renew our
commitment to a
more just and
peaceful world.

President Eisenhower stated that two deeply held convic-
tions unite us, ”the first is our belief in effective, responsive
local government as a principal bulwark of freedom. The
second is our faith in the great promise of sister city affilia-
tions in helping build the solid structure of world peace.”

After the bitterness and destruction wrought by World War II, sister city affilia-
tions helped enemies become friends and neighbors again. On September 11, 2001
our world was literally turned upside down and our eyes opened to see worlds we
don’t fully understand. Understanding the Islamic world is imperative to making
sense of life in the 21st century. I hope that you will join our many sister city
partners extending a hand in brotherhood through our Islamic Peace & Friendship
Initiative.

While conflict still exists in the world, there are many success stories from the last
50 years of the sister city movement. We will soon mark the 50th Anniversary of
President Eisenhower’s dream to generate a lasting peace through people.

And in 2006 we will also have a unique opportunity to tell our story – the sister
city story – to our neighbors, friends, media and government officials. I hope you
will help us build on those successes by conducting a local Summit on Citizen
Diplomacy and participate in the many opportunities for involvement in the 50th

Anniversary this year. Our conference in July 2006 will celebrate citizen diplo-
macy and advocate its expansion.

I hope you won’t let 2006 and its tremendous opportunities to expand the sister
city movement pass you by.

Fujita Resigns from
Board of Directors
With regret, the President of the
Board of Directors accepted Martha
Fujita’s resignation for personal
reasons. “It was a true highlight of
my personal and professional life to
have been part of this leadership
team. I remain deeply honored to
have served with you all, and will
remain an advocate and ally of the
organization, and of the sister cities
mission,” said Fujita. Martha co-
chaired the Governance Commit-
tee last year, served as the Ethics
Officer, and was on the Strategic
Planning Committee. She can be
reached in Lansing, Michigan at
MFujita@ci.lansing.mi.us.
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Letters from Leadership

COORDINATOR CORNER
Guest Columnist: Bill Gavitt, State Coordinator —Southern California

So, Who Needs ‘Em?  You Do!
Who needs a State Coordinator any-
way? Our sister city program is just
fine without any help. But... we are
not sure how to handle a
problem….our programs feel like the
same thing year after year... our
membership is growing and wants
more involvement... or we need
fundraising ideas.

A state coordinator lives in your
state, helps local sister city programs
grow, and aids sister city organizers
seeking advice. He or she seeks to
assist the Sister Cities International
staff, receives no monetary compen-
sation, and promotes the
organization’s mission at a state level.

In these perilous times, citizen-to-
citizen diplomacy is a great source of
international understanding, friend-
ship and cooperation. We, you and I,
can start the peace process. We can
and have. Many people have volun-
teered locally and organized out-
standing sister city programs. But
we need more volunteers to serve
as state coordinators. Why not you?

In 23 of the 50 U.S. states, there is
no state coordinator. I find
this shocking. If your state does not
have a State Coordinator you will
never know the valuable assistance
available to you. We need local
leaders who have been involved in
the sister city movement, who

believe in the Sister Cities Interna-
tional mission and are willing to help
others.

If you are curious and have a desire to
help, please log onto www.sister-
cities.org. Click on “About Us” then
on “Structure” and then scroll down
the Governance page to click on
“State Coordinators.” If you live in a
state without a mentor, contact our
Chair, Kay Sargent of Kentucky
(kays@lfuch.com) or me,
SisterCitiesMan@aol.com and we
will gladly help you.

Do not be overawed at the Policies
and Procedures for State Coordina-
tors or the Application Form posted
there. We are not picking Supreme
Court Justices. We just want people
who are willing and able to help and
can communicate electronically with
our worldwide partners and state
members. We hope to hear from you.

FSister Cities
International

Board of Directors

President
Sherman Banks - Little Rock, AR
sbanks@aristotle.net
1st Vice President
Mae Ferguson - Fort Worth, TX
mae@fwsistercities.org
2nd Vice President
Pat Fallin - Aspen, CO
patfallin@comcast.net
Treasurer
Michael Hyatt - Fort Worth, TX
michael.hyatt@ubs.com
Secretary
Kathleen Roche-Tansey
Solana Beach, CA - tansey@adelphia.net
State Coordinator Rep
Ann Geiger - Davenport, IA
ann@ci.davenport.ia.us
Ambassador Assoc Rep
Heather Jones - Kansas City, MO
Heth71084@gmail.com
Youth Representative
Luigi Campos - Little Rock, AR
luigi@aristotle.net
State Coordinator Rep
Alan Chambers - Bangor, Northern
Ireland - alcham49@aol.com
Executive Committee
Jane Wood - Jacksonville, FL
janewoodfla@comcast.net
Ethics Officer
Fred Blanton - Alexandria, VA
fred.blanton@boeing.com
Members
Mimi Barker - New York, NY
mimi_barker@sandp.com
Steve Beinke - Danville, CA
steve@beinke.com
Enda Brennan - Santa Cruz, CA
casavivo@aol.com
Frank Britt - Lynchburg, VA
frank@brittmarketing.com
Pat Buchanan - Fountain Hills, AZ
buchananpr@aol.com
Brad Cole - Carbondale, IL
bcole@ci.carbondale.il.us
Jo Anna Edgerton - Kansas City, MO
joanna_edgerton@kcmo.org
Nancy Huppert - Rochester, NY
Nmhuppert@cs.com
Georgiana McLeod - Huntington Beach,
CA - gemcleod@earthlink.net
Saida Moussadaq - Chicago, IL
scalla37@hotmail.com
Eddy Remy - Fort Lauderdale, FL
eremy75@hotmail.com
Bill Stafford - Seattle, WA
bills@seattlechamber.com
Jean Van Buskirk - Baltimore, MD
jvanbuskir@aol.com

State Coordinators Needed
Interested in becoming a State Coordinator?  We need Coordinators in the
followin g U.S. States: State Coordinators are Currently Needed In

For more information about volunteering as a state coordinator, contact Amy
Kohlbrecher at akohlbrecher@sister-cities.org

Alabama
Alaska
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Louisiana

Maine
Massachusetts
Michigan
Mississippi
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire

New York
North Dakota
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Vermont
Washington
Wyoming
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New Members
Hamilton, NJ;
Ishpeming, MI;
Dundee, MI; Roseburg,
MI; Hallandale Beach, FL; Port of Spain,
Trinidad & Tobago

Returning Members
Commonwealth of Kentucky; Holyoke,
CO; Pembroke Pines, FL; Tuskegee, AL;
Salinas, CA; Arlington, TX

New Community
Affiliations
Pembroke Pines, FL with Astrakhan,
Russian Federation
Commonwealth of Kentucky with
Jiangxi Province, China
Holyoke, CO with Cotacachi, Imbabura,
Ecuador
Fresno, CA with Djambul, Zhambyl
Oblysy, Kazakhstan
Fresno, CA with Kochi, Kochi Prefec-
ture, Japan
Fresno, CA with Lahore, Punjab
Province, Pakistan
Fresno, CA with Morogoro, Morogoro
Region, Tanzania, United Republic of,
Fresno, CA with Münster, Nordrhein-
Westfalen, Germany
Fresno, CA with Torreon, Coahuíla,
Mexico
Fresno, CA with Verona, Veneto, Italy
Tuskegee, AL with Banjul, The Gambia
Tuskegee, AL with Boundiali, Cote
d’Ivoire
Tuskegee, AL with Sikasso, Mali;
Dundee, MI with Yoshida, Niigata
Prefecture, Japan

Community Sponsorships
Ziguinchor (Region of), Senegal
sponsored by Prince George’s County,
MD/Senegal Friendship Committee
Zheleznogorsk, Krasnoyarskii krai,
Russian Federation sponsored by Blount
County, TN
El Grullo, Jalisco, Mexico sponsored by
Kent Sister Cities Association, WA
Takino-Cho, Kato-Gun, Japan spon-
sored by Hollister Sister Cities Associa-
tion, CA
Miyazaki, Miyazaki Prefecture, Japan,
and Moss, Østfold, Norway sponsored by
Mayor Sister Cities Commission –
Virginia Beach, VA
Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico
sponsored by Santa Barbara/Puerto
Vallarta Sister City Committee, CA

for a Growing Membership

Changes  in
Membership

Sister Cities International’s policy
on Cooperative Agreements was
modified during the October 2005
Leadership Meeting. 

U.S. communities that have signed an
agreement with an international
community that already has a recog-
nized U.S. sister city will now be
recognized without a cooperative
agreement. 

Requesting communities must still
work to have a cooperative agreement
signed. However, if the recognized U.S.
community refuses to sign, or no

Members aren’t waiting for the 50th
Anniversary Conference in Washington,
DC to make their voices heard to law-
makers. During its meeting in July, the
Board of Directors adopted this motion:

The Sister Cities International Board of
Directors is deeply concerned about the new
restrictions, and added costs, being imposed
upon international exchange participants. 
Our membership at its annual business
meeting on July 30th, voiced major concerns
about recent changes in visa costs and
regulations. These changes are negatively
impacting on citizen exchanges, and there is
a national consensus that citizen exchanges
must be significantly expanded in order to
promote international understanding and
cooperation.

Therefore, the Sister Cities International
Board strongly endorses the recommenda-

tions being put forward by the Alliance for
Cultural and Educational Exchanges (The
Alliance), and urges the United States
Congress and the Department of State to
act favorably on these recommendations.

For more information about how you
can make your voice heard on legisla-
tive issues that affect the sister city
movement, visit www.sister-cities.org
and click on “What’s New” and then
on “Legislative & Policy Updates.”
You can see online our latest action
alerts and members in the United
States can find out how to contact
their legislators.

Please join us in Washington, DC
during the 50th Anniversary conference
to visit your lawmakers on capitol hill
and speak on behalf of the sister city
movement.

Make Your Voice Heard at Our Online Policy Center

Board Acts on Member Visa Concerns

Fall 2005  Leadership Meeting
The fall Leadership Meeting was held in Little Rock, Arkansas in October.
Action taken by the Board of Directors included: amending a motion about
cooperative agreements, adopting a Conference Procedures Manual, and
approving the F.Y. 2006 budget for Sister Cities International. Attendees
enjoyed the march of the famous Peabody ducks at the Peabody Hotel Little
Rock and attended a luncheon hosted by the Little Rock Sister Cities Com-
mission where Skip Rutherford, President of the William J. Clinton Presiden-
tial Foundation spoke about peace, reconciliation and global citizenship.

Cooperative Agreements Policy Modified
response is received within a reason-
able amount of time, Sister Cities
International will recognize the new
relationship as a friendship city and
the relationship will be delineated as
such in all directories. 

The friendship city delineation will
be removed after the cooperative
agreement is received in the Sister
Cities International office.

Questions? Contact Amy
Kohlbrecher, 202.347.8630 ext.
8639 or akohlbrecher@sister-
cities.org.
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for a Growing Membership

Cities
Seeking
Cities
Community: Obuasi, Ashanti
Region, Ghana
Region: Africa
Population: 100,000 - 350,000
Language: English, Twi

Located in the southern part of
the mineral rich Ashanti region,
Obuasi is home to the world’s
tenth largest gold mine. Mining
has a 300 year history in the
area and continues to employ
the majority of the population.
The city itself is located on a
rail line that runs from the
inland area to the ocean,
allowing greater mobility for the
population. The people of
Obuasi wish to connect with a
community to build a greater
sense of global Cooperation.

Community: Panajachel,
Guatemala
Region: Americas
Population: 5,000 - 10,000
Language: Spanish

The community of Panajachel is
in the city of Sololá in the
central highlands of Guatemala.
It is located on the shore of Lake
Atitlán, the deepest lake in
Central America. Panajachel’s
two biggest industries are
agriculture and tourism. Ap-
proximately 90% of the popula-
tion of Panajachel is Mayan,
and several indigenous organiza-
tions still practice and teach
traditional arts such as weaving,
painting, wood and stone
carving, and also ceramics.
Panajachel seeks a sister city
that is near a large lake, with an
interest in learning about
Mayan culture.

For contact information for these
cities or to find out about other
communities who are seeking a
sister city, please go to our website
at www.sister-cities.org/sci/
cityseek/list

Bring the 50 th  Home

Hold a Concert September 11, 2006

During a Citizen
Diplomacy Summit
held September 11,
1956, President
Eisenhower called
for people-to-people
ties and global
understanding.

September 11th carries special meaning for the sister city movement in the
United States, because President Eisenhower delivered his famous speech
during the White House Summit on  Citizen Diplomacy calling for people-to-
people ties on September 11, 1956. His call to peace and global understanding
is as relevant today as it was fifty years ago.

We seek to honor President Eisenhower’s memory and vision, as well as the
memory of those lost to violence and intolerance, through joining the Sep-
tember Concert Foundation in holding a series of concerts around the globe.
Your community can take part in this event and invite your sister cities to
hold concerts. Let’s fill the world with music on September 11, 2006!

For more information, contact Swathi Veeravalli at 202.347.8630 ext. 4005 or
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org.

White House Conference on Citizen
Diplomacy—September 11-1956

Remarks by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Sister city programs were not a “new” idea in
1956. Communities had formed liaisons interna-
tionally for centuries. But organizing them was a

new concept. The 1956 White House Conference on Citizen Diplomacy built
on an already growing citizen diplomacy movement and set up committees to
help these programs grow. The conference brought together citizens from
throughout the United States to solidify plans at a national level for a city-to-
city program. President Eisenhower told delegates:

“…. I am emboldened to talk to you because the purpose of this meeting is the most
worthwhile purpose there is in the world today: to help build the road to peace, to
help build the road to an enduring peace.

A particular part of the work that we expect to do is based upon the assumption that
no people, as such, want war—that all people want peace….

If we are going to take advantage of the assumption that all people want peace, then
the problem is for people to get together and to leap governments—if necessary to
evade governments—to work out not one method but thousands of methods by
which people can gradually learn a little bit more of each other.”

To read more, go to www.sister-cities.org and click on the 50th banner.

Sister city programs throughout the world are
encouraged to join with the September Concert
Foundation to mark this special day—Septem-
ber 11, 2006—as a day of music and calls for a
peaceful world.

Hold a free public concert on September 11th in
your community and highlight how your sister
city program is building a more peaceful world
of tolerance and understanding. While memori-
alizing the tragic terrorist attacks on the United
States of September 11, 2001, this event seeks
to build a symphony of peace and harmony.
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50 th  Anniversary Conference

50 th  Anniversary Conference
Looks to the Future
In marking 50 years of city-to-city diplomacy, Sister Cities
International is commemorating the triumphs of the past
in awards and a history book. The 50th Anniversary Confer-
ence July 13-15-2006 looks to the future.  With an unprec-
edented 1000 delegates, the largest gathering of sister city
members ever will participate in events and discussions
focused shaping 21st century  citizen diplomacy and
global citizenship:

H Carry the Sister Cities International message of peace
through people to Capitol Hill.

H Hear from the legislative leaders and government
officials who are making and implementing
policies that affect global relationships.

H Forge new ties with embassies from around the
world to enhance your sister city program.

H Learn how your sister city program can be a
catalyst for economic and sustainable develop-
ment programs.

H Be part of the Sister Cities International Gala
that inaugurates a new partnership era by honor-
ing global leaders who are important to Sister
Cities International’s mission.

Visit www.sister-cities.org to learn more about this exciting event.

Networking Opportunities
An important and popular component of Sister Cities International’s Annual
Conferences is networking with members from around the globe. Several opportu-
nities will be available to talk to members, speakers, government leaders, and

youth. In addition to the Congressional
Reception being held after visits to Capitol
Hill, attendees will also be able to attend a
reception at an embassy.

A Salute to Citizen Diplomats
Attendees especially won’t want to miss an
incredible recognition event at the distin-
guished Warner Theatre, a well-known Wash-
ington, D.C. landmark. “A Musical Tribute to
Citizen Diplomats” will feature multicultural
performances, singer-songwriter John
McCutcheon, and will honor the Circle of
Distinguished Volunteers, the Local Govern-
ment Leadership Circle, and the recipients of
the 2006 Annual Awards.

Conference
Program Highlights
Register now to attend this
historic 50th Anniversary
Conference and you will:

H Join hundreds of your col-
leagues and friends in bring-
ing the citizen diplomacy
message of peace to Capitol
Hill.

H Honor the notable contribu-
tions of sister city volunteers
and local government leaders
over the last 50 years.

H Take part in the National
Summit on Citizen Diplo-
macy and help shape the next
50 years of global citizenship.

H Get practical program ideas
at the Best Practices Show-
case.

H Learn how to bring the
Islamic Peace and Friendship
Initiative to your community.

H Attend the Presidential
Luncheon where Sister Cities
International’s Honorary
Chairman, U.S. President
George W. Bush, has been
invited to speak.

H Be a special guest at an
international reception and
cultural celebration at an
embassy.

H Dance the night away during
the international gala at the
National Building Museum,
home to several presidential
inaugural balls.

Changes to the Annual Conference Structure
You have heard that the 50th Anniversary Conference is going to be different, but
may be wondering how. Some changes have been made to registration procedures
and the conference program. The biggest change to the 50th Anniversary Confer-
ence is that space is limited to 1,000 attendees and registrations will be taken on a
first-come, first-served basis. Once the limit of 1,000 is reached, a waiting list will
be created.
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50 th  Anniversary Conference

Coming to Washington, D.C.
As the capital city of the United States, Washington D.C.
is easy to get to.  Three airports —Baltimore Washington
International (BWI), Ronald Reagan International
(DCA) and Washington-Dulles (IAD) surround the
metropolitan area and it’s easy to get to the city from
them.  Our Metrorail system can get you anywhere you
want to go in the city and surrounding areas and services
Ronald Reagan National Airport directly.

Official Airline
United Airlines is the exclusive and official airline
for the 2006 conference. All travelers within the
United States can make travel arrangements through
www.united.com. Enter promotion code 538TV  to receive a 10% discount off most
published fares and fly United, United Express, TED by United, or UA flights
operated by US Airways, US Airways Express and Air Canada. International
attendees can use the same code (538TV ) to fly United or
Lufthansa, and must make their reservations directly via phone
through a United reservations office.  For more information,
visit www.sister-cities.org.

Lodging
The 50th Anniversary Conference
will be held at the Hyatt Regency
Washington on Capitol Hill.
Located in the midst of Capitol
Hill’ s hustle and bustle, the
conference hotel is within steps
of the U.S. Capitol, the Library
of Congress, the Supreme Court,
the Smithsonian Museums, the
Washington Mall and Amtrak’s
Union Station. Recently reno-
vated, the hotel’s guest rooms
and suites provide classic

modern accommodations in a sophisticated and inviting
atmosphere.

Special room rates will only be available for reservations
made on or before June 12, 2006. More information is
available at www.washingtonregency.hyatt.com or by
calling reservations toll-free at 1.800.233.1234 or
1.202.737.1234. Make sure you mention the Sister Cities
International Conference to get the group rate.

Best Practices
Showcase to
Highlight
Innovation
The Best Practices Showcase
proved to be a huge success
during its debut at the 2005
Annual Conference and an
encore presentation is scheduled
for the 2006 conference!  This
exposition style exhibit area
showcases sister city programs
clustered around a variety of
themes, including youth,
sustainable development,
communications, fundraising,
humanitarian assistance and arts
and culture.  During the show-
case attendees can talk to
exhibitors about their projects
and get firsthand tips on how to
achieve success in their own
communities. Be sure to take
advantage of this unique oppor-
tunity to get advice from the
front lines on what really works!
Information on topics and
exhibiting communities will be
posted online as it is available.

Online Registration
$525 Rate
Extended to March 1, 2006Sister Cities International is delighted to extend through
March 1, the member/partner online registration rate of $525
for the 50th Anniversary Conference. The extension is due to
overwhelming support by the event’s sponsors and supporters.
All officially recognized U.S. and international sister city
partner communities, and all Sister Cities International
partners and members, are eligible for this reduced conference
registration rate (only available online) through March 1. All
other registrants will pay the $600 regular registration rate.
Rates for members and partners will rise to $600 on March 1.
Event RegistrationJanuary 2 - June 23, 2006
Members/Partners Registration (online only)
January 2 - June 23, 2006, $525All Other Registrations - $600
On-Site RegistrationJuly 12-15, 2006, $675
Because hundreds of people have already registered, members
are advised to sign up early as the conference is expected to
sell out! Visit www.sister-cities.org to register today!

What Can I Do in Washington, D.C.?
It’s impossible to see Washington D.C. in just one visit.  The conference is
located close to the Capitol Building, the National Mall, the Smithsonian
Museums, and many of the monuments.  However, when visiting Washington,
don’t forget to explore some of the unique neighborhoods that make up the
District of Columbia.  Visit the National Zoo in Woodley Park, and then head to
Georgetown to do some shopping, perhaps grab a bite to eat in Dupont Circle,
and then head to Adams Morgan for some nightlife.

Don’t forget that Maryland and Virginia make up the Washington D.C. metro-
politan area. Within only 2-3 hours by car, you could be basking in the sun on an
Ocean City beach, hiking in the mountains of Shenandoah National Park,
enjoying Baltimore’s revitalized Inner Harbor or touring colonial Williamsburg.

Back by Popular Demand!

HOT NEWS!



F8

The Islamic Peace and Friendship Initiative
engages communities in programs and
citizen-to-citizen activities that build an
environment of trust. These activites
include the Youth Exchange & Study (YES)
program, the U.S.-Islamic Dialogues on
Citizen Diplomacy, and the “Partnership &
Peace Tour—Morocco.”

As part of the 50th Anniversary, if you are
hosting a Community Summit on Citizen
Diplomacy, you can include an Islamic

Dialogue. There are materials in the “Sister Cities
International Community Summit Toolkit
Supplement” to help you.

It has never been more crucial to forge cross-
cultural ties and tolerance. There are 55 predomi-
nantly Islamic countries worldwide and a Muslim
population of 1.7 billion, and 25 million Muslims
live in the U.S. and Europe. Understanding the
Islamic world is imperative to everyone.

The Islamic Task force includes citizen diplomats
from member communities and the Board of
Directors that meet to determine strategy for the
Initiative and develop ways to build more rela-
tionships with the Islamic world.

For more information, visit our website or contact
Rick Ferrer at 202.347.8630 ext. 4876 or
rferrer@sister-cities.org. For the YES program,
contact Elisa O’Keefe at 202.347.8630 ext. 8252 or
eokeefe@sister-cities.org.

Partnership & Peace Tour

Morocco  2006 to Build New
Bridges of Understanding
Registration for the inaugural “Partnership & Peace Tour - Morocco”
scheduled for March 17-27, 2006 is officially closed. As a part of the
50th Anniversary Celebration, this tour will explore and encourage

sister city partnerships between the United States and Morocco. The
delegation of 40 attendees will include chief elected officials, sister city volun-
teers, community leaders, and several members of the Sister Cities International
Board of Directors. Congratulations to everyone choosing to be a part of this
historic event. A waiting list is available for anyone interested in attending. For
more information, visit www.sister-cities.org (click on Programs, Regional Informa-
tion, then “Partnership & Peace Tour – Morocco”) or contact Viktor Zikas at
202.347.8630 ext. 4875 or vzikas@sister-cities.org.

Building cross-cultural friendships is
an important part of the YES pro-
gram, which brings students from
predominantly Islamic countries to
live for an academic year in the
United States with a host family.
They change the way Americans
think about the Islamic world and
shatter stereotypes about life in the
U.S. when they return home.

Said T. Jawad, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-

potentiary of the Embassy of Afghanistan, commends

Sister Cities International members for their work

on the Islamic Peace & Friendship Initiative and

discusses sister city relationships with Afghanistan.

Will Your
Community Help?

Be a
Reconstruction
Partner to a
Community in
Indonesia
Would your community
like to help rebuild a region
devastated by the tsunamis
in southeast Asia?

Sister Cities International is
seeking a U.S. community
to become an International
Partner with Banda Aceh,
Indonesia. Working in
partnership with the U.S.-
Indonesia Society and Syiah
Kuala University, this
project will build a high
school. The school will serve
as a living classroom labora-
tory for the university’s
student teachers, preparing them
to teach professionally at schools
throughout Indonesia.

Emphasis will be placed on
rehabilitating the school’s library
and teaching facilities. Initial
design work is underway in
Banda Aceh, incorporating local
design elements and education
best practices.

If your community is interested in
reconstruction and long-term
education projects, or is interested
in an Indonesian partnership,
contact Rick Ferrer at
202.347.8630 ext. 4876 or
rferrer@sister-cities.org.

The Islamic Peace
& Friendship Initiative

Charting New Paths
During the 50 th  Year

50 th  Anniversary Year
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Morocco” is part of the Islamic Peace &
Friendship Initiative. This incredible
trip in March 2006 will forge new sister
city ties (wait list only available at this
time) (Learn more page 8).

H Map the Future of the
Citizen Diplomacy Movement

The National Summit on Citizen
Diplomacy will draw together citizen
diplomacy organizations and commu-
nity summit participants. Utilizing
input from the community summits and
held in conjunction with the 50th
Anniversary Celebration Conference,
this event will chart the future of the
citizen diplomacy movement in its next
50 years.

H Honor Officials Who Made a
Difference in Sister City Relationship s
The 50th Anniversary Local Govern-
ment Leadership Circle recognizes the
role of elected and appointed govern-
ment officials during the first half-
century of the sister city movement.
Nominees will be honored during the
50th Anniversary Celebration confer-
ence in Washington, D.C. Got an
honoree? Recognize their achievements
locally and use this recognition oppor-
tunity to tell your sister city story!

H Recognize V olunteers Who
Gave to the Sister City Movement

The 50th Anniversary Circle of Distin-
guished Volunteers honors the citizen
diplomats who have volunteered with
distinction on behalf of sister city
partnerships at the local level. Nomi-
nees will be honored during the 50th

Anniversary Celebration conference in
Washington, D.C. Got an honoree?
Recognize their achievements locally
and use this recognition opportunity to
tell your sister city story!

H Mark 50 Years of
Accomplishment s in Print

The 50th Anniversary Commemorative
Book will chronicle the first half-
century of the sister city movement
through photographs and stories.
Attendees at the July 2006 conference
will receive a complimentary copy as
part of their registration, and additional
copies will be available for sale.

H Showcase the T alent of Young Artist s
from Your Community and Sister City

The Sister Cities International Show-
case of Young Artists encourages youth

to submit art and video
interpretations of the the
theme, “What does global
citizenship look like?”  All
entries will be displayed
during the 50th Anniversary
Celebration Conference in
Washington, D.C.

H Apply for an Award for
Your Sister City Accom-
plishment s

In addition to the presti-
gious Annual Awards, this
year you can apply for the
commemorative 50th
Anniversary Award. This
special non-competitive
award recognizes all sister
city programs demon-
strating long-term sustainability.

H Emulate the Success of the
Sister Cities/Sister Schools Program

The Sister Cities/Sister Schools grants
program facilitates direct interaction with
students in other countries, helping them
to appreciate cultural differences, recog-
nize similari-
ties, and
develop a
global perspec-
tive. Best
practices from
this program
will be shared
to enrich the
entire sister
city commu-
nity.

H Fill the
World with
Music and
Hopes for
Peace on
September 1 1,
2006

Sister city
programs
throughout the
world are
encouraged to join with the September
Concert Foundation to mark this special
day—September 11, 2006—as a day of
music and calls for a peaceful world.

For more information on 50th plans, contact
Lynn Olson, 202.347.8630 ext. 4001,
lolson@sister-cities.org.

continued from page one,  Celebration

This float celebrating the people to people program was in the
inaugural parade in Washington, D.C. for President Eisenhower
on January 21, 1957. The photograph is from one of the first
sister city publications ever produced. The publication was printed
in 1960 by the American Municipal Association and the Civic
Committee of the People-to-People Program.

Want to Recognize
Your Awardee?

50 th  Anniversary Year

Want to recognize your honoree? Fill-in-the-blank press
releases to help you recognize honorees for the Circle of
Distinguished Volunteers and the
Local Government Leadership
Circle are available online at
www.sister-cities.org.

After their awards are announced
in July 2006, Sister Cities
International will issue press
releases to local media about
each honoree.
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Upcoming Annual Awards

50th Anniversary
Award
Recognize All
Sustainable Sister
City Programs

Did your sister city program have a
banner year and conduct an outstand-
ing program? Are you proud of your
program’s achievements in citizen
diplomacy? Do you want to draw
attention, publicity and new funding
into your sister city program? Then
you need to apply for an Annual
Award!

The Innovation Awards recognize
outstanding programs in:  Arts and
Culture, Humanitarian Assistance,
Sustainable Development, and Youth
& Education. With subcategories for
communities with less than 100,000 in
population, and greater than 100,000
in size, this award is accessible for both
smaller and larger communities.

The Disability Advocacy Award
recognizes projects the exemplary
efforts of community projects that
provide people with disabilities the
opportunity to participate in sister city
activities.

The Volunteer of the Year Award
awards an outstanding individual for
her/his leadership to the Sister City
movement.

The Best Overall Program Awards
acknowledge overall sister city pro-
grams that demonstrate the
community’s meritorious accomplish-
ments based on the fundamental goals
and mission of Sister Cities Interna-
tional.  With categories for large and
small communities – this award
recognizes well-rounded programs
from communities falling into six
population categories.

The 50th Anniversary Award is a
special non-competitive award recog-
nizing any sister city program demon-
strating sustainability of its programs
and a high level of community and
local government involvement. It will
only be given in 2006.

Award winners from previous years say
their sister city programs received
numerous benefits after winning an
award. They noted that the award
helped keep the community motivated
to stay involved in the sister city
program, and volunteers felt it genu-
inely recognized all of the community

members’ hard work. In some cases, they
used their award title to apply for addi-
tional funding in their communities and
to demonstrate how valuable the sister
city program truly is.

One winner said, “Receiving an Annual
Award acted as a stimulus and truly
recognized our members for all of their
time and dedication towards the sister
cities movement.  We gained much
desired recognition through our local
community.”

To be eligible for an award, your commu-
nity must be a current dues-paying
members of Sister Cities International,
must have at least one formally recog-
nized sister city partnership, and should
have the signature approval of the overall
sister city program chair.

Applying is so easy – refer to the applica-
tion booklet enclosed with this issue of
the newsletter. You will need to prepare a
binder highlighting your community’s
qualifications. Many applicants and
awardees find compiling the information
for the application to be a rewarding
experience, because it gives them time to
reflect on successes and overview the
program.

The Annual Awards Program was estab-
lished in 1962 to recognize outstanding
sister city programs. Winners are selected
by a distinguished panel of judges for
achievements made in the previous year.
Recipients will be honored during the
50th Anniversary Celebration Conference
in Washington, D.C.

For more information or to see lists of
previous award winners, visit www.sister-
cities.org  and click on “Programs” then on
“Annual Awards.” Contact Swathi
Veeravalli at sveeravalli@sister-cities.org or
at 202.347.8630 ext. 4005 with any
questions.

Get Recognized for Your Community’s Efforts at the

2006 Annual Awards Ceremony

A special
award will be
given out only
once in the
history of Sister
Cities Interna-
tional in 2006 – and your
community will want to apply!

The 50th Anniversary Award is a
non-competitive award that will
be given to all sister city pro-
grams demonstrating the long-
term sustainability of their sister
city relationships and program.

To apply, you should compile an
electronic scrapbook document-
ing your program’s history in
words, photographs, and/or video
since its early beginnings. You
may include information on
relationships that existed before
a formal agreement was signed.

Scrapbooks should document the
number and quality of programs.
Entries should emphasize the
role of community members as
leaders in diplomacy, community

involvement and
participation.
Involvement
with local
government and
volunteer leader-

ship is also impor-
tant for entrants to demon-

strate. Applications are due
March 31, 2006.

Don’t miss out on this historic
honor. If your community is a
member of Sister Cities Interna-
tional and you meet the award
requirements – your program will
be recognized with this presti-
gious award during our banner
anniversary year.

See the enclosed Annual Awards
brochure for more information.
If you have any questions, please
contact Swathi Veeravalli at
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org or at
202.347.8630 ext. 4005.

H

                             in Washington, D.C.

MERIT
AWARD

Apply by
March 31

H
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Youth Highlights

Sister Cities International and
Hewlett Packard Unveil
Sister Cities/Sister Schools Grant

Recruit Youth to Attend
the International Youth Summit
on Global Citizenship
July 11-15, 2006
Sister city youth delegates from around the world will take part in the
International Youth Summit on Global Citizenship from July 11-15. Being
held concurrently with the 50th Anniversary Conference, this event will
prepare youth to become effective global citizens in the 21st century and
demonstrate how sustained involvement of youth is critical to the long-
term success of sister city programs. While in Washington, D.C., youth
delegates will:

H Visit Capitol Hill and advocate for citizen diplomacy with the adult
delegates.

H Attend Embassy receptions.
H Earn college credit through Harrison Middleton University.
H Participate in leadership building activities with professional facilita-

tors.
H Participate in discussions on sustainable develop-

ment, strategic planning, and alliance building at
local organizations.

H Stay on campus at George Washington University in
a dormitory-like setting with other youth attending
the summit.

H See the sights of Washington, D.C.
H Make new international friends!

In order to attend the Summit, youth delegates:  Must be
between 16-20 years of age and have proficiency in the
English language.

Visit www.sister-cities.org for registration information or
contact Elisa O’Keefe at eokeefe@sister-cities.org or
202.347.8630 ext. 8252 for more information.

Congratulations
Grant Earners

Congratulations to the following grantrecipients for the Sister Cities/SisterSchools program:
Cambridge, MA and Yerevan, ArmeniaRice Lake, WI and Zamberk, Czech RepublicSan Diego, CA and Jalalabad, AfghanistanSebastopol, CA and Chyrhyrun, UkraineWe look forward to seeing you modelsister schools partnerships and learningfrom your efforts!

H

Registration Now Open!Sign up your youth delegates today,before we run out of space!www.sister-cities.org

The Sister Cities/Sister Schools Grant will develop tomorrow’s global leaders,
and was established through a linkage between Hewlett Packard and Sister
Cities International. This program emphasizes the role of schools in increas-
ing international knowledge and cross-cultural understanding. It also helps
students become informed and concerned citizen diplomats.

The program promotes consistent and sustained interaction between U.S.
and international schools with activities focused on global citizenship,
community leadership, and creative uses of technology. It will demonstrate
how learning about international issues can take place through creative use
of technology.

For more information, contact Swathi Veeravalli at sveeravalli@sister-cities.org
or at 202.347.8630 ext. 4005.

Photos: The summit
will equip and
empower youth to
be effective global
citizens. Don’t miss the
experience of a lifetime!
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Community Summits

It started in unlikely places—a library and a hotel. They brought their
ideas and hopes for the future, and their belief that their community,
and even their country, should be—has to be—more internationally
engaged. The first Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy held
earlier this year in Arlington, Virginia and Spokane, Washington
brought together people from diverse backgrounds, organizations and
cultures. For two hours they brainstormed and offered their own ideas
for how to better engage their country and their community globally.
Finally, they voted. And it ended—their hopes and dreams captured
in a prioritized list for all to see.

But it wasn’t over. Because their ideas will be brought to the table at
the National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy in July 2006. And so can
yours.

The Coalition for Citizen Diplomacy, in which Sister Cities
International plays a key role, has launched a national cam-
paign to increase dramatically the number of Americans
engaged in international dialogue, exchanges and activities.
The Community Summits are designed to build awareness of
citizen diplomacy and highlight the importance of interna-
tional engagement to the life of every community.

Your community can still sign up to host a summit. You’ll join
more than 50 other communities organizing events through
spring 2006. Your summit must be held before May 1, 2006, to
ensure that your community’s recommendations arrive in time
for the National Summit. Reports from each community
summit are filed online at www.sister-cities.org.

The National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy will be held in Washington, DC
in July 2006 in conjunction with the Sister Cities International 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration Conference.
Building on the groundswell
of ideas from around the
nation, the National
Summit will issue a report
on the future of the citizen
diplomacy to be presented
to members of Congress
and the President.

Perhaps what matters most
– is that people know their
voices count—and that
they are part of a larger
movement building a
more just and peaceful world.
“By bringing people together
to voice their opinions, we are
coming one step closer to a
peaceful existence,” noted
one summit participant.

For more information contact
Emily Carter at ecarter@sister-
cities.org or call 202.347.8630
ext. 4005.

Get Involved Today!

It’s Not Too Late!

Your community can

be part of the

Community Summits on

Citizen Diplomacy!

Sign up today!

To organize your event,

get a free toolkit online at

www.sister-cities.org.

Click on “Toolkits &

Guides” then on

Community Summits on

Citizen Diplomacy Toolkit.

Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy

Your Chance to Chart the Future
of the Movement

PHOTOS: These community summit par-
ticipants are talking about how to improve
their community’s global engagement.
What does your community have to say?
We’d like to know. Submit your commu-
nity summit results by May 1, 2006.
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Community Summit on
Citizen Diplomacy
Opens Eyes to New Directions

Hold Your

Summit

Before May 1

Community Summits

Tulsa, Oklahoma may be
landlocked, but in late
October this city was a sea of
international mayors and
delegates. The Tulsa Global
Alliance hosted the Sister
Cities Summit: Connecting
Cultures to bring together
the mayors and delegations
from their eight sister cities
with area Tulsa residents,
leaders and government
officials.

This intensive three-day
summit was designed to focus
on the international capabili-
ties of Tulsa and the State of
Oklahoma. It promoted
international opportuni-
ties for area businesses,
educational institutions
and community organi-
zations.

Mayors and delegates from Tulsa’s sister cities hailed from three
continents: San Luis Potosi, Mexico; Kaohsiung, Taiwan, China;
Beihai, China; Tiberias, Israel; Utsunomiya, Japan; Zelenograd,
Russia; and Celle, Germany. Amiens, France became Tulsa’s eighth
official sister city at the summit during a signing ceremony at the
Jazz Hall of Fame. Each sister city delegation consisted of represen-
tatives from their home town business, government, education,
culture and tourism sectors.

As a part of this sister cities Summit,
Leadership Tulsa partnered with the
Tulsa Global Alliance to host the
Leadership Tulsa Forum on Citizen
Diplomacy.

Local residents joined Sister Cities
Mayors and government delegates for a

discussion on the importance of people-to-
people relationships in promoting positive foreign rela-
tions. This successful summit is one of more than 80
Community Summits being held nationwide as part of
Sister Cities International’s 50th Anniversary.

There’s still plenty of time! Your community can host a Summit
on Citizen Diplomacy! Contact Emily Carter at 202.347.8630
ext. 4877 or ecarter@sister-cities.org.

U.S. Heartland Hosts International Summit

• Famous Russian poet and Tulsa
resident, Yevgeny Yevtushenko
reciting his poem Babi Yar at
the Tulsa Performing Arts
Center.

• A Main Street dedication with
Tulsa Mayor LaFortune and
sister city mayors to dedicate
the Main Street as The Avenue
of the Sister Cities.

• New Orleans Night at the port.

• Education Meetings/Campus
tours.

• International Book Exchange.

• Interactive International
Discussions.

Main Street in Tulsa adds “Avenue of Sister Cities”
in honor of the Community Summit.

Highlights from
the Tulsa Summit

Bookmark caption: This handy bookmark
showcased the agenda for Tulsa’s summit.

What a great idea to jazz up a meeting!
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Who Has the Oldest
Sister City Partnership?
“Aren’t we the first city to link with... ?” is a question often
heard by staff members at Sister Cities International. This
almost always becomes awkward, as the staff member

squirms and tells the caller, “I’ll have to check on that and get back to you.”

The problem is not one of dating, but how the sister city program evolved over
time. The idea of cross-national links between cities pre-dates 1956 by centuries.
In 1710, Baron Christopher de Graffenried, with a party of his compatriots from
Bern, Switzerland, founded New Bern, North Carolina. While there was no sister
cities program as we know it, the two Berns kept up sporadic exchanges until the
1960s, when New Bern marked the 250th anniversary of its founding and formally
linked with Bern, Switzerland. Do we date this link from 1710, or from the actual
formal link in the 1960s? The questions are endless.

Almost everyone in the sister city family knows that the city-to-city program
grew out of a White House Conference on Citizen Diplomacy called by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower in September 1956. The conference sprang from an
outpouring of civic goodwill following the first and second World Wars. Literally
hundreds of communities were linked prior to 1956, and the problem became –
are they official? In those early days, many communities established linkages by
mayoral proclamation, often to the complaints of city council. Many had no
local government recognition, but carried out exchanges.

To resolve the problem, the Town Affiliation Association of the United States,
Inc. (Sister Cities International) amended its by-laws in 1968 to state that an
accredited sister city affiliation would be, “Recognition by the mayor and city
council or the chief executive and legislative body of the area.” The affiliations
already established before 1968 were “grandfathered” into the national list,
because many could not trace an accurate date for their founding.

Consequently, Sister Cities International recognizes partnerships that are
documented with a signed agreement. The earliest partnership that Sister
Cities International recognizes is Toledo, Spain with Toledo, Ohio, which was
formally documented in 1931.

It is always a good idea to keep accurate records of your partnership and with
our 50th Anniversary upon us, the history of your sister city program is even
more important. Your history becomes a selling point and is part of the larger
sister city story. Even if you don’t know much about your program’s history, you
can form a historical committee to research, gather and update information.

So, are you the first city to link with a particular community?  Maybe.
Adapted from an article by Dick Oakland in Sister City News, 1995.

Greeting cards featuring with
five images from the 2004 and
2005 Sister Cities International
Showcase of Young Artists are
now available! Each greeting
card is beautifully printed with a
young artist’s work and is blank
on the inside. You can craft your
own message of peace, use them
for correspondence, or as a gift.

The Young Artists greeting cards
are sold in
packs of ten
cards for
$12.50. You
can even
use the
cards as a
fundraiser
for your
sister city
organiza-
tion - buy a
minimum of
30 packs at
the whole-
sale rate of
$8 per pack.
For ordering
information,
go to
www.sister-cities.org and click
on marketplace, then on greet-
ing cards.

To find out more, contact Phyllis
Warren-Briggs at 202.347.8630
ext. 8634 or pwarrenbriggs@sister-
cities.org.

50th Anniversary Year

Spreading a
Message of  Peace
Order Young
Artists’ Greeting
Cards Today!

Goodbyes
Long time sister city supporter, Arne Michaelsen, passed away on
October 12, 2005 in Anchorage, Alaska. A note from his wife Rachel
Michaelsen said that he, “treasured his affiliation with Sister Cities
International.” Current sister city members recall his giving spirit and
warmth. He will be sorely missed.

Honorary Board member Frank Lamb passed away December 20, 2005
in Rochester, New York. He was a founding member of Sister Cities
International and served on its Board of Directors for nearly twenty
years. He served on the City Council in Rochester for twenty years
and as mayor for seven. Friends remember his tireless support of the
sister city program and devotion to international friendship ties
between communities.
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Anniversary Conference Focus Sessions

Communities Gain Economic Dividends
When Cultivating Sister
Cities Bonds
One of the most exciting activities happening at the
2006 conference will be a series of focus sessions on
economic and sustainable development geared towards
sister city elected and appointed officials.  These
sessions will highlight many of the economic and
development benefits sister city
partnerships can bring to the table.

A perfect example of the economic impact sister city
partnerships can have is to look at Phoenix, Arizona.
In 2004, the Phoenix Sister Cities Commission
commissioned an economic impact analysis to determine the value
of its programs over a three-year period.  The study revealed that:

• The economic impact of the sister cities program was over $7.5 million
dollars on a yearly basis in Phoenix.

• The Commission’s activities supported 90 jobs
with a payroll of $3.1 million dollars.

• An estimated 8,900 visitors came to Phoenix each year because of the sister
city program, generating another $1.8 million dollars in spending for lodging,
food, transportation and shopping.

• As a direct result of international connections made through the Commission,
local and international companies expanded and brought an estimated $2.7
million dollars to Phoenix in jobs, payroll and revenues.

According to the analysis, “The activities of the
Phoenix Sister Cities Commission create significant
and far reaching impacts in Phoenix and throughout
the world as business leaders are introduced to the city
through Sister Cities’ activities, allowing Phoenix to
become increasingly connected to the global
economy.”

It is clear
from this
example
alone that
sister city

partnerships represent an important tool
in expanding business and economic
opportunities to take advantage of
economic trends around the globe.
Sister city partnerships provide opportu-
nities for many positive economic
impacts (see box at right).

Invite your elected and appointed
government officials to attend the
50th Anniversary Celebration Confer-
ence in July 2006 to grow the positive
economic impact of sister city programs
and to network with other communities.

For more information about these important
sessions and a fact sheet discussing the Phoenix Commission study, contact Matthew Corso
at 202.347.8630 ext. 8636 or mcorso@sister-cities.org.

Now you can show your sister
city pride by wearing a polo shirt
with the 50th Anniversary logo!
Polo shirts with the official 50th
Anniversary logo are available
for both men and women and
cost only $40,
less than the
cost of gear for
most major
sports teams!

You can also
show your
sister city
pride by
wearing a
lapel pin,
which is
available for
only $3. If
you’re seeking
a special
memory of the
50th Anniversary, you’ll defi-
nitely want an official com-
memorative plate—available for
$25. Proceeds of official mer-
chandise sales benefit Sister
Cities International.

All of these items also make
excellent gifts for visiting sister
city delegations. To order, call
toll-free 1.800.833.1845 or order
securely online today at
www.sister-cities.org, by clicking
on Marketplace, then on
“Official Apparel & Merchan-
dise,” then on “50th Anniver-
sary.”

Encourage
your elected
or appointed
government
officials to
attend this
session!

Sister City Partnerships
Can Provide
These Opportunities to
Your Community:
• Increased tourism.
• Business contacts.
• Discussion forums

& networking.
• Legitimacy with government

officials and other agencies.
• Improved community

& company image.

50th Anniversary Year

Above: The official
commemorative plate
will be a beautiful addi-
tion to any household
and makes a lovely gift.

Above: The polo shirt is avail-
able in both men’s and
women’s sizes.

Lasting Memories

50 th  Anniversary
Plate, Polos & Pins
Available Now

The Cutting
Edge of Sister
City Programs:

Economic
Development
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50

Growing Our Financial Resources

Thank You
                   50 th Anniversary Conference
                                         Sponsors

Do you need to raise funds for a
specific sister city project?
Would your donors appreciate
the convenience of online
giving, allowing them to select a
project and city and send you
money immediately? No Auc-
tions, no donated products, just
money to those who need it?

Then consider applying to be
one of the 50 projects that
will be featured on
SupportSisterCities.org during
our 50th Anniversary year. If your
application is accepted, you will
be able to raise money online
safely and securely for your sister
city project.

This innovative fundraising
website was launched last
summer by Sister Cities Interna-
tional to help local sister city
organizations raise money for
specific projects. 

Not only does the site allow you
to easily raise funds through the
web, but it also lets donors know
what positive change their funds
accomplish and engages them in
the sister city movement.
Although there is a registration
fee for selected projects, the ease
of online giving has opened a
new chapter in fundraising for
local sister city programs.

To be part of this groundbreaking
initiative, contact Danielle Segall at
support@sister-cities.org or phone
202.347.8630 ext. 8638.

Citrix Systems, Inc. , the global
leader in access infrastructure
solutions, and a primary under-
writer of the Sister Cities Net-
work for Sustainable Develop-
ment, will sponsor the Presiden-
tial Luncheon.

PADCO|AECOM will sponsor
the Congressional Luncheon.
AECOM is a global company
providing design and manage-
ment services. PADCO, one of
AECOM’s operating companies,
is an international development
consulting firm based in Wash-
ington, D.C. and was one of the
founding sponsors of the Sister
Cities Network for Sustainable
Development.

The International Council of
Shopping Centers  has signed
on to sponsor the Economic and
Sustainable Development Forum.
The Council is the global associa-
tion of the shopping center
industry with members in over 82
countries.

Harrison Middleton Univer-
sity , formerly the College of the
Humanities and Sciences, is the
major underwriter of the Interna-
tional Youth Summit on Global
Citizenship.  The University is

H

H H H H H

the founding sponsor of the Sister
Cities International Youth and
Education Network.

George Washington University
will be the host and partner for the
International Youth Summit on
Global Citizenship.

Hewlett Packard , the global
technology solutions company, will
support the youth summit by
providing scholarships for attendees.

Greater Fort Lauderdale Sister
Cities International , host of the
2007 Sister Cities International
Annual Conference, is the benefac-
tor for A Musical Tribute to Citizen
Diplomats at the Warner Theatre.

The Sister Cities Foundation
will sponsor the Lou Wozar Annual
Awards Ceremony.

New York & Comp any is provid-
ing add-on packages for attendees to
visit New York City after the
conference.

United Airlines  is the official
exclusive airline of the 2006 An-
nual Conference and will also
sponsor the Diplomatic Breakfast.
The airline is providing special rates
for U. S. and international del-
egates.

Sister Cities International is delighted to
announce that the following companies and
organizations will sponsor the 50th Anniver-
sary Conference and the International Youth
Summit on Global Citizenship. Because of

?Frustrated by
Bake Sales, BBQs,
and Phone-a-thons?

SupportSisterCities.org
to Feature 50 Projects
as Part of the 50 th  Year!

their generosity, sister city members will enjoy a fun, memorable, and
productive annual conference unlike any other in its history.
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Growing Our Financial Resources

Thank You
Fall 2005
       Donors
Lewis & Marcene Bauer, Bay
County Sister Cities, Mark A.
Beil, Blount County Sister City
Organization, Priscilla Boehme,
Henry Borbola III, Enda Brennan,
Connie M. Brokaw, Reta Brudd,
Robert E. Bullwinkel, Darrellene
B. Canada, Warren Carlson,
Christina Cenzano, Jim Dailey,
Byron & Ana de Sousa, City of
Elberton, Martha K. Estes, Pam
Ferrero, Jeff & Linda Figler, Maria
L. Gaxiola-Cuerpo, Reta Gilbert,
Jerry Glaser, Sally Goodgun, City
of Hampton, Dawn R. Hanson,
Priscilla Harris, Oscar G. Haupt,
Joyce A. Heller, S. Christopher
Herron, Joyce Hildebrandt, Isis
Associates, Roland & Cindy
Johnson, Kansas City Interna-
tional Affairs and Trade Office,
Veronica Kelly, Amy Kohlbrecher,
Lida A. Kvashina, Linda Leser,
Norbert & Maria Leute, Mary
Elizabeth Little, David & Claudine
Marion, Mary Mulry & Harold
Hammett, Caterina N.
McCormick, Patricia R. Mullin,
Dennis W. Murphy, Ami
Neiberger-Miller, Jane Neuheisel,
Kate Ostrom Kim E. Pearman-
Gillman, Nancy Pratt, Fergus
Prestbye, Eddy Remy, Carolyn
Rice, Millie L. Russell, Frances
Russo, Nancy Ryan, Sarasota
Sister Cities Association, Kay
Sargent, Katherine M. Schuster,
Carol Seidberg, Charlene Shaw,
Sister Cities of Jasper, Inc., Jerri
Smith, Jon W. Stauff, Melanie
Stuart, Paki A. Taylor, Franklin D.
Thompson, Margaret Thrailkill,
Billy & Kay Tiblets, NoRa
Trevino, Sue Valentine, George &
Jean Wagner, Beverly Wakstein,
John K. Woodruff, Xiaoxuan
Zhou, Viktor Zikas.

H

Donors
Tony Anderson
Sherman Banks
Mimi Barker
Steve Beinke
Bob Bensing
Frank Britt
Reta Brudd
Pat Buchanan
Hope Byrnes
Emily Carter
Henry Cole
Caroline Corky
Matt Corso and the Corso Family
Judi Dietz
Al Durtka
Jody Edgerton
Pat Fallin
Mayor Jemly H. Fernendez
Mae Ferguson
Rick Ferrer
Scottie Fredrickson
Ruthie Garelik
Bill Gavitt
Ann Geiger
Nancy G. Goldberg
Martha Goodman
Ruth Hashimoto
Rob Heuermann
The Honey Family
Nancy Huppert
Carly Keller & the Keller Family
Michelle Liberty
Eugenio Lora
Sandra McCormick
Mollie Means
Sue Mehaffey
Mae Mendelson
Maggie Miller
Ami Neiberger Miller
Doris Morse
Rodger Randle
Sharon Receveur
Kathleen Roche-Tansey
 Kay Sargent
Ruth Hodges Smith
Bill Stafford
Hannah Stocks
Georgianne Thomas
Jean Van Buskirk
Phyllis Warren-Briggs
Marilyn Weld
Christina Wesson
Paula West
Josephine C. Wittenauer
Jane Wood
Peggy Wright
Viktor Zikas

Companies
AirTran Airways
Bonefish Grill
Buffalo LLC
Copperwynd Resort, Fountain Hills, Arizona
Creative Inspirations
Denny’s
Embassy of France
Embassy of South Africa
Experience Columbus & Jodi Degroff
Fairmont Empress Hotel
Frontier Airlines
Glass Eye Studio
Grand Casino Tunica Hotel
Holbrook Travel & Selva Verde Lodge
   in Costa Rica
Hyatt Regency at Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C.
Lido Beach Resort in Sarasota, Florida
MLE Music Inc. & Melissa Etheridge
Oussaden Tours
Peabody Hotel in Little Rock, Arkansas
People to People International
Sami Fine Jewelry, Fountain Hills, Arizona
Santa Fe Detours and Café Pasqual, Atomic Grill,
   San Francisco Street Bar & Grill, Granada
SeeAmerica.org
Sueno Azul Resort in Costa Rica
Travel Industry Association of America
United Airlines
Victoria Clipper
Washington Convention & Tourism
   Corporation and Elite Occasions
Westin Hotel in Los Angeles, California
Westin Hotel in San Francisco, California
Westin Hotel in Seattle, Washington
Wheelchair Foundation
Wildhorse Resort & Casino

Friends
Edward Albee
Julie Andrews Agency
The Dymkoski Family
Mary Jean Eisenhower
Dean Koontz
Jack Weatherford

Sister City Affiliates
Boyertown Sister Cities & Pam Ferraro
Denver Sister Cities
Jacksonville Sister Cities
New Ulm Sister Cities
Phoenix Sister Cities Commission
San Carlos Sister City
Shaumberg Sister Cities, Germany
Sister Cities International
Spokane Sister Cities & Jenifer Priest

OFFICIAL
AUCTION SPONSOR:

United Airlines

On behalf of the entire Sister Cities
International network, we thank everyone
who contributed to the success of the 2005

Auction. We would especially like to
thank the following donors:

Thank You  Auction Donors 2005

$$
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Raise Your
Voice
Pledge

Getting to that Great Idea

The 50th Anniversary
An Unprecedented Marketing Opportunity
for Sister City Programs
Did you know that 2006 is going to be a banner year for sister city programs?
The 50th anniversary of the sister city movement gives you an unprecedented
opportunity – you can use the anniversary to attract local media attention and
draw in new supporters and donors. And better yet—the anniversary is 365 days
long—so you can tie into it all year long!

Tools to Help Your
Celebration:
Toolkits Online
A series of toolkits are available
to help you participate in the
50th Anniversary on the Sister
Cities International website at
www.sister-cities.org by clicking
on “Toolkits & Guides.” Toolkits
are provided for free to members
of Sister Cities International and
most toolkits require you to log
on with your username and
password.

The 50th Anniversary Toolkit –
50th Anniversary logos, website
banners, event ideas, sample
proclamation, sample press
releases, Raise My Voice Pledge
Campaign cards, materials for
hosting a community summit.

The Communications Toolkit –
planning publicity, news release
samples, how to create a press
packet or media kit, fact sheet,
history fact sheet, quotes from
famous people about the sister
citiy movement.

For more information about our
toolkits and guides, or to request
a FREE toolkit CD (while
supplies last) contact Ami
Neiberger-Miller at
amiller@sister-cities.org or
202.347.8630
ext. 8251.

How to Maximize Your
Publicity Efforts

Talk to the press – a lot.
Issue press releases about the ways your
community is involved in the 50th
Anniversary. Make sure you follow the
basics—who, what, where, when, why
and how. TV crews and newspaper
photographers love a photo opportunity.
Highlight your local sister city program
and its history, as well as plans for the
future. Sample press releases are avail-
able online in the 50th Anniversary
Toolkit.

50th Anniversary toolkit online. You
can upload images to your sister city
program’s website or place them in
your newsletter or brochure.

Integrate history and the 50 th  Anni-
versary into your exchange visits.
Highlight during a visit from your
sister city the history of your partner-
ship and the history of the sister city
movement. Use a powerpoint presen-
tation, oral history, poster display or
photo essay.

Create a display.
Organize a display for your community
showing the history of the sister city
program and highlight ways people can
get involved.

Use the 50 th  Anniversary Logo.
Use the logo for the 50th anniversary
on your website, newsletter and other
publications. If you already have a logo
for your sister city program, co-brand
by placing the anniversary logo nearby.
Products carrying the anniversary logo
are available at www.sister-cities.org by
clicking on marketplace.

Celebrate your honorees.
If you have an honoree for the 2006
Annual Awards program, the Circle of
Distinguished Volunteers or the Local
Government Leadership Circle, issue a
news release about their accomplish-
ments. Host a celebration for your
honorees and invite local press.

Join SupportSisterCities.org.
Post a project on
www.SupportSisterCities.org and raise
funds to support your sister city
project!

For more information or to share
your ideas for marketing during the
50th, contact Ami Neiberger-Miller at
amiller@sister-cities.org or 202.347.8630
ext. 8251.

Collect pledges for Raise My Voice.
Ask your community to participate in
the “Raise My Voice” Pledge Cam-
paign. Collect pledges at public
events and report back to the com-
munity about the number of pledges
and types of global engagement

activities
people
want to be
involved
with. Log
your
pledges
through
our online
form!

Pass a resolution.
Ask a local board or government body to
recognize the anniversary with a resolu-
tion or proclamation. Have your key
leaders or sister city delegation present
to receive the proclamation or resolu-
tion. Sample resolutions are available
online in the 50th Anniversary Toolkit.

Publicize activities to your members.
Ads and graphics are available in the
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Contacts

How to Contact
the Sister Cities
International Staff
If you have questions about Sister Cities International
programs, the international team is here to help. Call
202.347.8630 to speak with our staff.

50th Anniversary Events
Lynn Olson, ext. 4001
lolson@sister-cities.org

Annual Awards Program
Swathi Veeravalli, ext. 4005
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org

Annual Auction
Viktor Zikas, ext. 4875
vzikas@sister-cities.org

Annual Conference
Cindy de Sales, ext. 8635
cdesales@sister-cities.org

Lindsay Wilson, ext. 4004
lwilson@sister-cities.org

Board of Directors
Lindsay Wilson, ext. 4004
lwilson@sister-cities.org

Communications & Media
Ami Neiberger-Miller, ext. 8251
amiller@sister-cities.org

Emily Carter, ext. 4007
ecarter@sister-cities.org

Community Summits on
Citizen Diplomacy
Emily Carter
ext. 4007- ecarter@sister-cities.org

Financial Management
Andrei Pinto
ext. 8637 - apinto@sister-cities.org

Fundraising & Donations,
Eisenhower Legacy Society,
Greeting Cards
Phyllis Warren-Briggs, ext. 8634
pwarrenbriggs@sister-cities.org

Viktor Zikas, ext. 4875
vzikas@sister-cities.org

Humanitarian Assistance Programs
(International Partners for Peace,
Islamic Peace & Friendship Initiative,
Wheelchairs for Peace)
Rick Ferrer, ext. 4876
referrer@sister-cities.org

Mailing List Updates
Ali Kaker, ext. 8633
akaker@sister-cities.org

Membership, New Members,
Global Membership,
New Sister City Relationships
Amy Kohlbrecher, ext. 8639
akohlbrecher@sister-cities.org

Christina Wesson, ext. 4000
cwesson@sister-cities.org

Official Merchandise & Trips
Viktor Zikas, ext. 4875
vzikas@sister-cities.org

Open World Leadership Program
Arisha Dimitreyeva, ext. 4874
eurasia@sister-cities.org

Organization Partnerships,
Corporate Partners
Tim Honey, ext. 8631
thoney@sister-cities.org

Scheduling & General Questions
Tracy Green, ext. 0
tgreen@sister-cities.org

State Coordinators
Amy Kohlbrecher, ext. 8639
akohlbrecher@sister-cities.org

SupportSisterCities.org
Danielle Segall, ext. 8638
dsegall@sister-cities.org

Sustainable Development
Programs, Network for
Sustainable Development
Matthew Corso, ext. 8636
mcorso@sister-cities.org

Danielle Segall, ext. 8638
dsegall@sister-cities.org

Toolkits
Ami Neiberger-Miller, ext. 8251
amiller@sister-cities.org

Website & Online Passwords
Ali Kaker, ext. 8633
akaker@sister-cities.org

Young Artists Program
Swathi Veeravalli, ext. 4005
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org

Youth & Education Exchange,
Youth & Education Network
Elisa O’Keefe, ext. 8252
eokeefe@sister-cities.org

Want to recognize your sister
city with a special gift in honor
of the 50th Anniversary in 2006?
Then present your sister city
with a year-long gift that sends
a message
of lasting
friendship
– give
your sister
city a
global
member-
ship in
Sister
Cities
Interna-
tional.

Any international community
with a U.S. sister city that is a
member of Sister Cities Inter-
national, can join as a Global
Member. For only $140 dollars,
the international community
receives all our publications and
materials, is listed in our
directory as a global member,
and receives access to our
members only website, online
translation services and support
materials. Additionally, global
member communities receive
two votes to be used at the
annual business meeting held
during the Sister Cities Interna-
tional Annual Conference.

To file and pay for your gift
membership online, go to
www.sister-cities.org and click
on “Become a Member,” then
on “Application.” Your sister
city will be notified of your
generous gift immediately.
Select “Global Membership” in
the annual dues box. Present
your sister city with a special
certificate to honor the occa-
sion, and enjoy the 50th Anni-
versary all year long!

For more information, contact our
Membership Department at
202.347.8630 ext. 4000 or
membership@sister-cities.org.

Global Membership

An Anniversary Gift
for Your Sister City?

L O B A

M
E M B E
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Upcoming Events

50 th  Anniversary Circles to Be
Presented at Elegant Warner Theatre
The Local Government Leadership Circle and the Circle of Distinguished Volun-
teers will be honored next summer in Washington D.C. during the 50th Anniversary
Celebration Conference. The circles recognize outstanding leaders and citizen
diplomats who offered distinguished service to the sister city movement at some
point during the past fifty years.

Circle inductees will be recognized at the elegant Warner Theatre during
“A  Musical Tribute to Citizen Diplomats.”  This event will be hosted by Grammy-
nominated singer and songwriter John McCutcheon. Nominations were accepted
through December 10, 2005. Thank you to the many communities who submitted
nominations! For more information, contact Emily Carter at ecarter@sister-
cities.org or 202.347.8630.

Commemorative Book
to Document
Sister City Moveme nt
In honor of the 50th Anniversary,
Butler Books and Sister Cities Inter-
national are collaborating to create
and publish Peace through People: 50
Years of Global Citizenship. The 50th

Anniversary Commemorative Book
will trace the history of the sister city
movement from its origin in the
1950s to the present. This book will
relive the heart-felt stories that are
the backbone and lifeblood of people-
to-people diplomacy.

Thank you to the hundreds of sister
city programs who diligently contrib-
uted stories and photographs for
consideration. All attendees at the
50th Anniversary Conference will
receive a free copy of the book as
part of their registration. Additional
copies will be available for sale.

Get Free Publicity!

Add Your Event to
Our Online Calendar!
Are you planning an event to mark the
50th Anniversary in 2006? Did you know
that you can list your event for free on
www.sister-cities.org and share information
with the entire world? The online calendar
provided through Sister Cities International
receives more than 6,000 visits per month
on average from people wanting to know
what’s happening with you. To list your
event, go to www.sister-cities.org and log in
to the website with your username and
password. Then click on “What’s New,”

and “Calendar of Events.” Click on “Add
New Event” to enter your information.

Register  Youth
Now  for the
International

Youth Summit on
Global Citizenship!

July 11-16, 2006
www.sister-cities.org

Annual Awards
Program

Application Inside.
Apply by March 31!


